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Inside this issue: 

A Pastor’s Musings 

    In 56 years of living and 34 ½ years of pastoral ministry, the concept 
of “new beginnings” has never been more pregnant with meaning - 
for our church, our nation and our world- than right now.   
     The terrorist’s attack in the United States on September 11, 2001, 
certainly called forth a poignant and intense time of self-evaluation 
and national unity.  Many churches in our nation rose to lead in the 
efforts to process and promote healing for months and years after the 
attack.  Yet, while the rest of the world looked on in horror (with 
some offering practical support), most of the rest of the world didn’t 
actively engage in our efforts to cope and re-establish a sense of bal-
ance and safety.    
     As a nation, we were faced with a myriad of new possibilities in 
both our personal and communal lives and in our political lives do-
mestically and internationally.  Would we say and do the same old 
things? Or would we examine our practices and attitudes (personally, 
communally, nationally and internationally) and choose more equita-
ble practices that demonstrate meaningful and transformative 
growth?  . . . and if so, how long would the new practices last?   
    Today, ensconced as we are in a global pandemic, the “new begin-
nings” that are being set before us, are likewise before every nation in 
the world.  There are many ways to work for solutions to large, life-
threatening problems.  The most crucial question for me (perhaps, for 
you too) is “Will we work together for the common good of all –
personally, communally, nationally and internationally?”   
    You and I, and all who are the Christian Church, are bound by our 
baptismal covenant to live as Jesus revealed in his life and teaching.  It 
begins with our personal commitment to the One who unselfishly sac-
rificed His life for us, which He did to free us from the power and the 
penalty of our sin.  You and I are forever indebted to Jesus who 
looked at us and loved us while we were “dead in our sins”, or, said 
another way, “while we deserved to be separated forever from our 
Creator.”   
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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     Here at Skipwith UMC, working “together for the common good of all” begins and ends 
with our commitment to model our lives after Christ Jesus, which we do out of appreciation 
for His immense love for us.   Through our baptism, God forms us into the Church, and God 
gives us to one another as gifts.  By God’s design, you are a gift to me and I am a gift to you.  
We are committed to one another which means we will work with humility, integrity and 
honesty to build one another up and to work for the common good of the whole fellowship.   
We experience belonging, sweet fellowship, support, acceptance, joy and common purpose.   
     The more intentional we are in creating these experiences, the more we are propelled to 
engage in ministry with people in our neighborhoods, our commonwealth, our nation and 
our world.  Why?  Because we want others to know the same joy, affirmation and purpose in 
life! 
     This Advent, Christmas and New Year, let’s be open to “new beginnings” in our pandemic-
altered world.  One creative and eye-opening resource that will help us see some of the 
“new beginnings” God is opening to us is our church Workshop on asset-based ministry 
which is scheduled for Saturday, January 29th and will be led by the Rev. Dr. Lynne Caldwell 
(See excerpts from her letter on page 4 of this Pilot).  
 

~Rev. T. Todd Smith 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

We will celebrate the  
wonder of God’s coming to 
us in the person of Jesus,  
a baby born to Mary and 
Joseph of Nazareth...the 
Word of God made 
flesh...the Lord we follow 
and whose name we 
bear...the Savior for all 
humankind. God will speak 
to us through the scripture, 
the prayers, the silence, 
the elements of Holy  
Communion, the singing and 
the fellowship! 

Christmas  
Eve  
Candlelight  
Service  
 
Friday, 
December 24 
7:00 PM  
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Dedicate a Poinsettia to God’s Glory and to beautify our sanctuary for Advent and Christmas, 
or simply donate the cost of a plant to our Building & Grounds Beautification in honor or 
memory of loved ones 
 
Poinsettias, $12.00 each.  Plants are in 6 1/2" pots, wrapped in foil.  
  
Building and Grounds Beautification, $12.00 each unit, to be used for the church  
and/or grounds. 
 
NAME                 
 
IN MEMORY OF            
 
IN HONOR OF           
 
HOW MANY                  POINSETTIAS ($12 each) 
 
                 BUILDING & GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION ($12 each unit) 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT $         Deadline to order: NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 12     
                   
Payment should accompany all forms.  Make check payable to Skipwith UMC with 
“poinsettia” or “B&G” in the memo line. 
 
During Advent and Christmas we are able to adorn our sanctuary with beautiful poinsettias, 
thanks to your generosity. These plants are an integral part of the decorations that are care-
fully planned by our altar guild. Because the plants add to our worship at this holy time of 
year, please arrange to pick up any plants that you provided AFTER the Christmas Eve service. 
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Asset Based Ministry Workshop 
 
Plan now to participate in our 4 hour "Asset-Based Ministry" workshop on Saturday,  
January 29!  Six years ago our eyes were opened to the abundant ways God has equipped  
us to love our neighbors near and far away.  Much has changed and a new era of ministry  
is before us.  Rev. Dr. Lynne Caldwell is wonderfully gifted and is an expert in assisting 
churches to live vitally and purposefully.  Read her letter to us below:  
 

How exciting to be dreaming and planning for a second workshop with folks at Skipwith 
United Methodist Church!  I look forward to facilitating a new and fresh conversation on  
asset-based ministry development with a congregation which is living into the realities of a 
world in the midst of multiple dimensions of change—the impacts of life with COVID,  
changing economic structures, as well as local and national examination of systemic issues 
related to diversity, equity and inclusion—what a time to be alive!  We are together in an  
extraordinary moment in time with opportunities to attend to God’s Spirit, and discover 
more of what it means to live as faithful, hopeful, gracious and loving followers of Jesus. 
 

I am looking forward to being with you and the folks at Skipwith UMC January 29 and 30 for 
a workshop on Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  The workshop will include elements 
like these:  consider what it means to neighbor in the way of Jesus, discern possibilities 
awaiting the small church when Spirit-led to extend hospitality in the neighborhood, engage 
in exercises for identifying assets already present in the life of the congregation, practice  
creative imagination of the new thing God is doing in Skipwith’s neighborhood, among and 
through the church . . . 
 

Thank you for the invitation to preach on Sunday morning, January 30 . . . 
 

Please share with the congregation I welcome their prayers as I prepare to be with them. My 
prayers are for you and them that God will prepare us all for deep connections, insights, and 
courage to step into God’s future.  May we all experience transformational learning through 
sharing, dreaming and discerning more deeply of God’s call for Skipwith UMC. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Lynne 
 

As a pastor who loves each of you and who loves being the Church together with you, I  
always want you to have the best.  Check out some of Rev. Caldwell's credentials and train-
ing below: 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Ornaments will be placed on the tree for church 
members to take and return as wrapped gifts.   
The recipients will be families from Skipwith  
Elementary School. Sandy Parker will coordinate  
with the Skipwith counselor to determine the 
families and their needs.  The wrapped gifts will  
need to be returned to the church by December 12. 

Lynne Caldwell is Vice President and Dean of Programs for Neighborhood Seminary, a non-
traditional seminary which equips laity and clergy to neighbor in the way of Jesus. Neighbor-
hood Seminary is based in NC, with participants in 2021 from Maine, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Florida, California, Colorado, and Texas.  
 
She is an Elder in the Western North Carolina Conference. Prior to extension ministry with 
Neighborhood Seminary, Lynne has served as pastor, district superintendent, and instructor 
of United Methodist studies. She served for nine years as pastor of Brookland UMC in Rich-
mond, VA, and taught at the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology, Virginia Union Uni-
versity for twelve years.  Since 2018, she and her husband, Neill Caldwell, are making their 
home in Winston-Salem, NC where Neill is the editor of the Stokes News, a weekly newspa-
per, in King, NC. 
 
Lynne’s passions include working with smaller membership 
churches, learning from others about their life journeys,  
cultivating friendships, celebrating the gifts of family, taking 
long walks in the woods, learning and practicing new rhythms 
for prayer and ways for paying attention to what God is doing 
in the world, collaborating with others for creative ways to 
participate with one another and with God in God’s mission.  
She is trying to learn more each day about letting go, and  
releasing outcomes to God’s grace.   

(Continued from page 4) 
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Gifts of Stock 
 
This time of year, many United Methodist members choose to 
make donations of stock as a tax-deductible contribution to their 
church. The Virginia United Methodist Foundation provides this 
brokerage service to our local churches free of charge, by  
accepting the stock, liquidating it upon receipt, and issuing a 
check to the designated church or agency.   
 
If you are interested in making a stock donation to Skipwith UMC for 2021, complete the 
Gifts of Publicly Traded Stock form from the following link: http://vaumfoundation.org/
resources/forms/. 
 
All stock donations must be received in the Foundation Brokerage account no later than 
December 31st for it to considered a contribution for 2021. 

Your Gift is Needed! 
 

Members of local churches are crucial partners in this mission, providing critical  
donations, serving as volunteers, and lifting us up in prayer. Because UMFS does 
not receive any apportionment funds from the Virginia Conference, your  
generosity is invaluable. Your gift to UMFS helps children and families in crisis, 
providing them with much-needed resources and tools for success. Together we 
can help break the cycle and create a brighter future for children across Virginia.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgallery.yopriceville.com%2FFree-Clipart-Pictures%2FChristmas-PNG%2FTransparent_Christmas_Pine_Garland_with_Red_Bow_PNG_Clipart&ei=ehZ2VI3aFYnHsQTe9YCgDQ&psig=AF
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Join Other United Methodist for a Day of Advocating  
on January 27, 2022 

 
  Members of the Virginia Conference have    
  been change-makers in the Commonwealth  
  for 30 years through United Methodist Day  
  at the General Assembly. The next advocacy  
  event will take place on January 27, 2022. 
 
  At the event, participants meet with their  
  Delegates and Senators to discuss issues  
  that are relevant to the United Methodist  
  faith with direction from our partners at  

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP). One of the ways that faith is put into  
action is by advocating for the least, the last, and the lost at the General Assembly and this 
year participants will spend time reflecting and celebrating all the ways our advocacy has 
changed the political landscape in our Commonwealth for the better. Come and join in to 
continue the legacy as change-makers here in our Commonwealth. To register, type:  
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=646595& into your browser and follow 
the instructions. 

Coming Soon: A Community Food Box 
 
  Soon we will be providing emergency food through a  
  “Community Food Box” that will be erected and stocked  
  regularly with non-perishable items. We are grateful to Eva  
  Miller for donating the box. Kristi Harmon has volunteered  
  to be our food box “minder” to assure that the items are       
  in-date and packaged well. We appreciate Tom Crane for  
  agreeing to prep the box and  put it in place. 
 
  We will alert you to the times when your generous  
  donations can be given. Loving our neighbors in this small  
  way will have a vital and hospitable impact. 
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November 7, 2021 

Betty Crane Circle 
 

The Betty Crane Circle will meet for our annual luncheon at 
Nicks Roman Terrace at 12 Noon on December 14th. Bring 
a small gift costing about $5. All are welcome, including 
our men. Let Joyce Davis know by December 5 if you 
plan to attend. 

Susanna wesley CIRCLE 
 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, December 14 at 7 PM.  

Our Christmas card mailbox is open for business in the  
upstairs hallway.  This is a great way to share holiday 
wishes with your Skipwith family. Check it often. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihpYbn9MXXAhUE4CYKHYo9A0YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parents.com%2Fholiday%2Fchristmas%2Fcrafts%2Fhandmade-gifts%2F&psig=AOvVaw3OTvS_dMVP_5ZxC510ZWhr&ust=1511018
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December 5— Nick Christ 

December 9—Bob Hyde 

December 12—Craig Jones 

December 14—Tim Crane 

December 17—Tommy Burruss 

December 19—Ann VanDyke 

December 19—Kevin Crane 

December 22—Stephen Bouton 

December 22—Ginger Datig Kelley 

December 23—Jenny Hicks 

December 24—Allyson Vinik 

December 28—Judy Brantner 

December 29—Wayne Parker 

December 29—Brian Graff 

January 2—Nancy Jenkins 

January 5—Sandy Parker 

January 11—Becky Birchfield Tsarnas 

January 12—Edie Christ 

January 13—Catherine Proffitt 

January 14—Loreda All 

January 16—Joyce Dixon 

January 17—Mildred Texter 
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Finance Report   
 
Reported figures as of  October 30, 2021 
 
Funds collected to date for FY 2021-2022:  
$64,159 
 
Funds expended to date for FY 2021-2022:  
$71,510 
 
Funds still required to meet current  
obligations (negative is good):   
$7,351 
 

Givelify gives you a beautiful, easy giving experience using your smartphone. There 
are no frustrating web forms or text-to-give codes to memorize. Even better, it's free 
to download and use. It's totally safe and secure, and for tax time you have one-tap 
access to your complete donation records. To make your first mobile donation the 
best experience possible, we recommend you download the Givelify app for Android 
or iPhone before you get to service. 
 
Make your offerings, tithes, and gifts to special envelopes right from the palm of 
your hand. You can give to Skipwith UMC wherever you are. Make us your home 
place of worship for quick one-tap access.  
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December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:30 AM  
Advent Study 
 

2 
12 Noon AA 
7:30 PM Choir 

3 
10 AM AA 
6 PM NA 

4 
 

5 
10 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM  
Worship 
3:30 PM AA 
 
 

 

6 
7 PM Alanon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
10 AM AA 
12 Noon AA 
6 PM AA 
 
 
 

 

8 
10:30 AM  
Advent Study 
 
 
 

9 
12 Noon AA 
7:30 PM Choir 
 
 
 

 

10 
10 AM AA 
6 PM NA 

11 
 

 

12 
10 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM  
Worship 
3:30 PM AA 
 

 

13 
7 PM Alanon 
8 PM AA 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

14 
10 AM AA 
12 Noon Betty 
Crane Circle 
12 Noon AA 
6 PM AA 
7 PM Susanna 
Wesley Circle 
 
 
 

15 
10:30 AM  
Advent Study 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
12 Noon AA 
7:30 PM Choir 
 
 

 

17 
10 AM AA 
6 PM NA 

18 

19 
10 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM  
Worship 
3:30 PM AA 

 

20 
7 PM Alanon 
8 PM AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
10 AM AA 
12 Noon AA 
6 PM AA 
 
 
 

22 
10:30 AM  
Advent Study 
 
 
 

23 
12 Noon AA 
7:30 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 

24 
10 AM AA 
6 PM NA 
 
7 PM  
Christmas 
Candlelight  
Service 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
10 AM Sunday 
School 
11 AM  
Worship 
3:30 PM AA 
 

27 
7 PM Alanon 
8 PM AA 
 
 
 
 

28 
10 AM AA 
12 Noon AA 
6 PM AA 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
12 Noon AA 
 

31 
10 AM AA 
6 PM NA 

 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 
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Love God 

     Follow Jesus 

          Serve Others 

Join us on Sunday at 11:00 AM for In-Person Worship or on 

Zoom. Visit our website, skipwithumc.org,  for Zoom sign-in 

information.  

http://skipwithumc.com/

