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Inside this issue: 

A Pastor’s Musings 

Hello Skipwith Church Family & Friends, 
 

I greet you in the loving name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

I am so grateful and truly humbled by your many expressions of love 
and appreciation to me as your pastor. I have received numerous 
cards, notes, texts, and calls which have encouraged my spirit and  
assured me that our ministry together is a vital expression of God’s 
presence. Roberta and I thank you and we give thanks for you. 
 

We have met and overcome some very tough challenges. Thank you 
for staying positive, working diligently and not giving up. 
 

God continues to lavish abundant grace upon us for healing in rela-
tionships and for engaging in essential ministries in our community 
and world. 
 

One such avenue for us to receive this grace will be this year’s All 
Saints’ Service... 
 

You are encouraged to participate in our special service on All Saints’ 
Sunday (November 7). During the pandemic, as a community of faith, 
we were often deprived of properly acknowledging with sacred ser-
vice the many devastating losses we have sustained. 
 

This service has been designed with sacred signs that point to and  
enhance our eternal bond with family and friends who have finished 
their earthly journey. As we have done in the past, we will read the 
name of those in our fellowship who have died in the past year, a  
candle will be lit, and a chime will sound. Two additional features are 
added this year, 1) a fountain flowing with the blessed “Living Water” 
will be situated in the chancel area and a stone-representing each 
person whose name is read—will be placed in the fountain. We will 
ask family members to stand while designated church worship leaders 
light the candle, and place the stone in the fountain, and 2) each  

(Continued on page 2) 
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family is asked to bring a larger stone {7 to 9 inches in diameter} with the name of their  
deceased loved one painted or printed on it, to be placed together on the front sidewalk as 
the service concludes. This configuration will serve as a monument of remembrance and will 
remain on the sidewalk for two weeks. 
 

*Other worshippers may also bring a stone with the name of loved ones and friends painted 
or printed on them, who are non-members of our Church family, but who we want to re-
member and honor. You are also invited to place your stone in the monument on the side-
walk as the service concludes. 
 

We all need the unmerited favor/blessing of God, which throughout ecclesial life has been 
referred to as “Amazing Grace.” As the Body of Christ in this place, we will share together in 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion which provides and appropriates grace in our lives. Mys-
teriously, but assuredly, we are reminded of our vital connection with our Savior and our 
loved ones who have gone before us. 
 

Ten members and associate members of our church family joined the Church Eternal and 
have left gaping holes in our hearts, our fellowship and our ministry: 
 George Kellam, Jr.   Mary Moran   Phyllis Temple 
 Betty Crane    Roy Fouraker  Susan Brooks 
 Dave Tolley     Joanne Yancey   Jimmy Cole 
          Carisa Creighton 
 

Please make plans now to be with us to celebrate, remember and heal as we receive the 

grace we all need.  

 

~Pastor Todd 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Harvest Table 
 

On November 21, our altar table will be 

decorated for Thanksgiving service. On that 

Sunday, we ask that you bring fresh fruit and 

vegetables for the Harvest Table. On Monday, 

the food will be taken to Lamb’s Basket. 
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ADVENT STUDY:  
 

FAITHFUL – CHRISTMAS THROUGH  
THE EYES OF JOSEPH 

 
 

  
   From his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his all-important  
   role as the earthly father of Jesus Christ, Joseph's place in the  
   nativity story is sometimes overlooked but contains valuable     
   lessons for all of us.  Using Rev. Dr. Adam Hamilton’s insightful  
   resource, we will examine Christmas through the eyes of  
   Joseph.  
  
   Absent from much of the biblical narrative, Joseph never spoke  
   a word, but his courageous actions were crucial to the birth of  
   Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity. As we walk  

together on this Advent journey, you will understand how Joseph's story is much like our 
own. In life, we encounter circumstances that we would never have chosen for ourselves. 
At times it can be tempting just to walk away.  
  
Joseph provides us a great example of humbly obeying God, even when we don't under-
stand, and faithfully moving forward in the strength that God provides. Exchange your 
doubt for courage this Advent and Christmas season. Learn to accept and glorify God's will 
even when circumstances make it difficult to do so.  
  
Each session of this four-week adult study includes a DVD video segment  featuring author 
and pastor Adam Hamilton.  We will explore:  1)  A Carpenter Named Joseph Engaged to a 
Virgin Named Mary; 2)  A Dreamer of Dreams;  3)  The Journey to Bethlehem -The Birth of 
Joseph's Boy; 4)  The Flight to Egypt. 
 

Purchase your book from Amazon or Cokesbury (approximately 
$16). Pastor Todd has a few copies available for $16 on a first come, 
first serve basis. We will meet on Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15 
and 22 at 10:30 AM in the fellowship hall. There will be a Zoom  



2022 Ministry Plan – SKIPWITH UMC 
 

1) Continue and improve our ministry of worship in-person, and on-line via Zoom,   
      Facebook and the Skipwith webpage by:  
      (a) learning and making full use of our technology enhancements;  
      (b) learning ways to cultivate and nurture the relationships born through various  
            social media venues; 
      (c) expanding and enhancing our music ministry  
2) Adapt and resume our teaching ministry through  
      (a) the Discipleship Hour (Sunday School), possibly incorporating a Zoom option  
            for home-bound or infirm members;   
      (b) and through Bible Studies/Growth Studies/Seasonal Studies both in-person  
            and Zoom; 
      (c) nurturing new classes/groups 
3) Resume and initiate our outreach ministry:  
      (a) with Skipwith Elementary School (Backpack Ministry, Appreciation Ministries,  
            Staff & event support, etc.;  
      (b) by active involvement in Afghan refugee relocation by working with the          
            International Rescue Committee here in Richmond & the Virginia Conference  
            Refugee Response Team;  
      (c) organizing a Stop Hunger Now event in collaboration with SES,  
      (d) by engaging in various mission needs that exist in our community, our nation  
            and our international community due to both natural and human-caused  
            disasters;  
      (e) by hosting the various support groups utilizing space within our facility;  
      (f) a local mission trip to Shalom Farms 
4) Holding an “Asset-Based Ministry Workshop”, with Rev. Dr. Lynne Caldwell, to help 

us identify the many resources within our church family and to determine ministry 
responses to needs within our community/commonwealth, nation. 

5) Nurture and grow our fellowship ministry: 
(a) By growing in our skills of hospitality, welcome and assimilation (a) in and 

through our United Methodist Women;  
(b) in and through our loving responses to/with families experiencing grief from a 

variety of losses [death, moving to a long-term care facility, broken marriages 
and other familial relationships, etc.];  

           (c) in and through receptions and fellowship meals that strengthen a sense of  
                belonging and community;  
           (d) including every member in a Congregational Care Team (or Nurture Cluster)  
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Update on Virginia Conference Aid to Haiti 
 

   The Virginia Conference was able to send $21,866.20 to  

   assist the earthquake recovery effort in Haiti. Total sent to  

   Haiti after the earthquake is now $34,866.20 

 

   Eglise Methodiste d’Haiti (EMH), the Methodist Church in  

   Haiti, is providing food and medicine to the people who were  

   effected by this disaster. Continue to join the effort to  

   support EMH by sharing your donations to the VAUMC Haiti  

   Disaster Relief Fund. 

 

Also remember to pray for the 17 missionaries who were captured and are being held  

hostage. Remember to pray for stability in the nation, which is under chaos.  

 

 

 

Nominations for 2022 Annual Conference 
At-large Members Due November 8 

 

The Richmond District may elect 42 At-large Members to the 2022 Annual Conference 
scheduled for June 16-18 in Hampton. At-large Members will receive $300 to help pay for 
conference expenses. If you or someone you know would like to serve in this capacity, 
please send an email by November 8 to RichmondDistrict@vaumc.org with name, church, 
home address, email and phone number and a paragraph stating experience. 

 

Joint District Conference to be held 
Sunday, November 21 at 3pm 

 

This is an important update and change: The Charlottesville and Richmond Districts will 
hold a joint District Conference on Sunday, November 21 at 3pm. This will be a hybrid 
meeting - persons who want to attend in person may do so at Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E.  
Rio Rd., Charlottesville. Those who want a virtual option will be able to attend the Zoom  
Webinar. At the District Conference, D.S. Lee will help us look to the future of the com-
bined districts. In addition, for each district, we will vote on: the 2022 budget, At-large 
members to Annual Conference, and 2022 Lay Leadership. More details will be shared 
soon!  

mailto:RichmondDistrict@vaumc.org
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Your Gift is Needed Members of local churches are crucial partners in this mission, 
providing critical donations, serving as volunteers, and lifting us up in prayer. Because 
UMFS does not receive any apportionment funds from the Virginia Conference, your 
generosity is invaluable. Your gift to UMFS helps children and families in crisis, providing 
them with much-needed resources and tools for success. Together we can help break 
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November 7, 2021 

Shopping lists created to assist Afghan allies, honor veterans,  
November 11-14 
 
November is right around the corner, and for most of us, that means Thanksgiving and a time 
to express gratitude for blessings. November also brings Veteran’s Day. Over the last 20 years, 
taking opportunities to thank veterans for their service has become commonplace.  
 

This year, the Virginia United Methodist Refugee Response Team (RRT) would like to invite you 
to join them in thanking another group for their service to our country. Afghans stood along-
side U.S. soldiers as translators, worked on U.S. bases in the country, or served at the U.S. em-
bassy alongside diplomats. In the words of Bishop Sharma Lewis, “Many of them have sacri-
ficed and risked more than most of us will ever be asked to do.”  
 

With the fall of Kabul, many of these Afghan Allies, in great danger due to their service to the 
United States, made their way out. While some are still at U.S. bases overseas being pro-
cessed for eventual travel to the United States, many have already arrived, including in Virgin-
ia, with little more than the clothes on their back. Veterans were the first to step up to advo-
cate for getting as many of these Afghans safely out and, once here, to ensure their basic 
needs were met. Other organizations have been contracted by the U.S. government to help in 
their resettlement and have made public wish lists of urgent needs on Amazon and Target.  
 

With the fall of Kabul, many of these Afghan Allies, in great danger due to their service to the 
United States, made their way out. While some are still at U.S. bases overseas being pro-
cessed for eventual travel to the United States, many have already arrived, including in Virgin-
ia, with little more than the clothes on their back. Veterans were the first to step up to advo-
cate for getting as many of these Afghans safely out and, once here, to ensure their basic 
needs were met. Other organizations have been contracted by the U.S. government to help in 
their resettlement and have made public wish lists of urgent needs on Amazon and Target.  

(Continued on page 9) 



PAGE  9 SKIPWITH PILOT 

 
The hope of the RRT is that you will join in a Veteran’s Day weekend of shopping for these 
Afghan Allies and their families. The RRT has tried to make this as simple as possible. For ex-
ample, by shopping via these pre-populated and continuously updated lists, your gift will be 
sent directly to the requesting organization and there is no need to worry if it is a needed 
item or if the clothing is culturally appropriate. Items on the list range from $6 to several 
hundred dollars which the team hopes will make participation feasible for anyone who 
wants to contribute. The goal is to create a huge dent in these lists. With the change in tem-
peratures winter clothing is a priority need, but if for any reason purchasing those is not 
possible, please know that all items are necessary to help our new neighbors adjust to their 
new home.  
 

Thank you for showing Christ’s love to those who, like he was, are refugees in a new land.  
 
To view the Commonwealth Catholic Charities Amazon Wishlist, scan the QR code or go to 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2MEE7IWK4GIQT?ref_=wl_fv_le. 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

November 1—Wanda Ridout 

November 6—Noah Nuckols 

November 6—Roberta Smith 

November 8—Greg Lambert 

November 9—Kristin Smith 

November 9—Curtis Miller 

November 13—Erin Graff Whitney 

November 14—Kim Burruss 

 

November 15—Eric Lauer 

November 15—Joyce Luck 

November 16—Emily Curle Trainum 

November 22—Bev Eisaman 

November 26—Carol Moran Pfeffer 

November 28—John Bouton 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2MEE7IWK4GIQT?ref_=wl_fv_le
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Betty Crane Circle 
 

The Betty Crane Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, November 9 at 10:00 AM.  
All women are invited to attend. 

Susanna wesley CIRCLE 
 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, November 9 at 7 PM.  

It has been decided that the UMW will have an Angel Tree in 2021.  
Chip Ridout will once again make the Christmas ornaments for the 
Angel Tree.   The ornaments will be placed on the tree for church 
members to take and return as wrapped gifts.  The recipients will be 
families from Skipwith Elementary School. Sandy Parker will coordi-
nate with the Skipwith counselor to determine the families and their 
needs.  At our November 20th meeting, we will finish the ornaments, 
decorate the tree and send Christmas cards to our shut – ins.  The 
wrapped gifts will need to be returned to the church by December 
12. 
 

Upcoming District UMW events include: 
 - November 6- Visit to Shalom Farms 
 - December 4- District Advent Worship, 10:00-11:30  Beulah UMC, Hopkins Rd. 
 

At your upcoming Circle Pledge Meeting – we are asking each woman to consider doubling 
her pledge this year as we need to cover our shortfall from last year, so that we meet our 
Mission Giving. 
     We would love to have any and all women join us  

     for our next meeting on November 20th at 10:00. 



PAGE  11 SKIPWITH PILOT 

Finance Report   
 
Reported figures as of  September 30, 2021 
 
Funds collected to date for FY 2021-2022:  
$43,218 
 
Funds expended to date for FY 2021-2022:  
$49,486 
 
Funds still required to meet current  
obligations (negative is good):   
$6,267 
 

COVENANT WOODS  & THE HERMITAGE 
STOCKING STUFFERS 

  

Stockings are stuffed by volunteers for the residents of Covenant Woods and The Hermitage.  
Below you will find suggestions of items that are needed.  Please do not wrap items, and 
everything must fit into a stocking. Deadline: November 28 
 
Women’s Jewelry—necklaces & bracelets (no earrings) 
Hand lotion (no larger than 8 oz.) 
Unscented Dove soap 
Scarves & gloves 
Handkerchiefs 
Large print Word Find Puzzle Books 
Postage stamps 
Chapstick 
Toothpaste & toothbrush 
Small liquid soap; antibacterial soap/lotion 
Combs, brushes 
Soft socks for men & women 
Magnifying glasses 
Nail files, emery boards 
Small packages of safety pins 
Pocket packages of tissues 
  
Please NO travel size or product samples AND NO candy or cookies.  



2211 Skipwith Road 
PO Box 32104 

Henrico, VA 23294 

SKIPWITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH                 NOVEMBER 2021  

Phone: 804-270-6560 
Email: skipwithumc@verizon.net 

Website: www.skipwithumc.org 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Richmond, VA  

Permit No. 2039 

Return Service Requested 

Love God 

     Follow Jesus 

          Serve Others 

Join us on Sunday at 11:00 AM for In-Person Worship or on 

Zoom. Visit our website, skipwithumc.org,  for Zoom sign-in 

information.  

http://skipwithumc.com/

