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Inside this issue: 

A Pastor’s Musings 

[A friend of mine sent the following message to me a couple of weeks 
ago … a friend who loves me, and cares about the state of my soul 
and the effectiveness of my Christian witness.  Sent as a reminder, not 
a criticism.  I have read it once every day since.  Perhaps our Lord will 
use it to shape your heart too!] 
 

“The pastor says they sit front and center. The gay boys. Sometimes 
they hold hands. And some folks have said he (the pastor) should ad-
dress the issue. But the pastor tells me he doesn’t know what to say.  
 
And then there’s the man who sneaks in the back door. Fresh off the 
street. After the service starts. And leaves before the final hymn/song. 
The people sitting close complain about how bad he smells. Of beer 
and smoke and sweat. But the pastor tells me he doesn’t know what 
to say.  
 

And then there’s the young mama who wears dirty skin and lets her 
four children come in and eat all the donuts and drink all the watered-
down juice. Some church staff say they “…eat like little pigs. Like they 
haven’t eaten in weeks.” While the mama just stands there and lets 
them. And the elders say something must be done and said. But the 
pastor tells me he doesn’t know what to say.  
 

And there’s the whore sitting among the faithful. And everybody 
knows her. She sits with a painted-up face, cheap perfume, and a bro-
ken heart. And those who sit close, well, they all treat her for what 
they think she is. And at the last staff meeting, her name came up. 
Something must be done about her. But the pastor tells me he 
doesn’t know what to say. 
  
The pastor is a good man. Holy and just. And he wants to do the 
“right and loving” thing. And he wants to “look like Jesus”. And he 
asks me if I have any thoughts on anything he could say. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Yes, sweet Pastor. I do.  Start with this and say it Louder than any other words:  
 

‘Welcome to Church. This is a place of love and hope and safety and forgiveness. We will be 
food for the hungry. Living water for the thirsty. We are so glad you are here. You are invited. 
You are loved. Come on in—we’ve been waiting on you. Welcome here. We are the church.’ 
 

Say that.  
 

To the called and to the called-out. To the leaders and the greeters. To the dirty and the 
clean. We are all the same. We are. 
 

May we blow the dust of religion out of our souls  .  .  .  and choose affection instead.  
 

May our words and actions and reactions be a sanctuary for all.  
 

Jesus broke many laws to love . . . So, Jesus, be our voice. Be the only words we should ever 
speak.”  
                                                                                                            Written by Heather Burke Cody. 
     
Say it with me, Church, with one heart and one voice – 
 

‘Welcome friends!  This is a place of love and hope and safety and forgiveness.  We will be 
food for the hungry.  Living water for the thirsty.  
 

We are so glad you are here.  You are invited.  You are loved.  You are wanted.  You are val-
ued.  
 

Come on in—we’ve been waiting for you.  There is a place for you in our midst.  We are 
the church.’ 
 

~Pastor Todd 

(Continued from page 1) 
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CHARGE CONFERENCE 

WEDNESDAY,  

OCTOBER 27 

AT 7 PM 

AT LAKESIDE UMC. 

 

News from the Staff/Pastor Parish  
Relations Committee 
  
With great joy, I am happy to share with you that Susan 
Beck has accepted the position of accompanist for our 
church.  Many of you know Susan from when she worked 
as a substitute accompanist for nine months with Pastor 
Bill James.  Susan is a skilled pianist and organist who most 
recently has worked for the Richmond Ballet.  She was 
highly recommended by our music director, Don Myers. 
 

Susan has three children, Ginny, Jeffrey, and Stephen.  Ginny is a nurse in New Orleans and 
the mother of Lucy, Susan’s only grandchild.  Jeffrey is a local film critic, and Stephen is a 
concert pianist in New York City.  With her extensive skills, professional background, and  
delightful personality, Susan is a great addition to our staff. 
 
      Martha Worsham, Chairperson SPPRC  
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We are starting up our Backpack Ministry program to 
provide weekend food bags for students identified by 
the Guidance Counselor at Skipwith Elementary School 
in October. Each week we send 2 each of breakfasts, 
lunches and dinners plus some snacks and a fresh 
fruit. 

 
We need donations of food as our cupboards are bare! 
 
The main dishes and milk are purchased in bulk but we are  
asking for donations of pudding cups, fruit cups, peanut butter  
or cheese crackers, individual packages of oatmeal, dry cereal,  
raisin boxes, and snacks such as potato chips, Cheetos, etc.  
If you have any questions or would like to help pack the bags,  
please call Lois Parker at 804-288-4944. 

                     
   You are encouraged to participating in our  
   special  service on All Saints’ Sunday.  During  
   the pandemic, as a community of faith, we have  
   been deprived of properly acknowledging with  
   sacred service the many devastating losses we  
   have sustained.   
 

 

 
Nine members of our church family joined the Church Eternal and have left gaping holes in 
our hearts, our fellowship and our ministry: 
 
 George Kellam, Jr.   Mary Moran   Phyllis Temple 
 Betty Crane    Roy Fouraker  Susan Brooks 
 Dave Tolley     Joanne Yancey   Jimmy Cole 
 
Won’t you make plans now to be with us to celebrate, remember and heal as we receive 

grace through the Sacrament of Holy Communion?    

 

“REMEMBERING, CELEBRATING & HEALING” 

November 7, 2021 
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Edie and I were overwhelmed by the  
response of our Skipwith family to our recent 
70th Anniversary!! We received many calls 
and many, many, beautiful and designed 
cards for this occasion. What a joy to read 
and reread the many kind thoughts and  
wishes we received. Thank you for making 
our 70th anniversary a memorable one. 

Nick & Edie Christ 

Hi friends, 
 
I want to thank all of my Skipwith family for the cards, kind words, concerns, love and 
prayers I have received during this very trying time in my life. I continue to ask you to 
keep us in your prayers as I start immune therapy every other week. 
We initially thought we had stopped the renal cell cancer by having my kidney removed 
in January 2020. Unfortunately, the cancer had spread prior to being removed and hid 
in my lung until being found this past June. I did end up having part of my lung removed 
along with several masses. Then, unfortunately, a few days after being discharged from 
the hospital my lung collapsed and I had to be put back into the hospital and have yet 
another surgery, spending nine more days in the hospital. It’s been a challenge as many 
people find themselves having to face. 
It is only through the grace of God, and the love and support of family and friends that 
I’ve been able to continue to face this. 
Grace & Peace, 
Cheryl Lauer 

A special thank you to Diana Cruikshank 

for the two beautiful fall wreaths on our 

church doors. 
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Betty Crane Circle 
 

The Betty Crane Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, October 12 at 10:00 AM.  
All women are invited to attend. 

Susanna wesley CIRCLE 
 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, October 12 at 7 PM.  

It was decided that the UMW will have an Angel Tree in 2021.  Chip 
Ridout will once again make the Christmas ornaments for the Angel 
Tree.   The ornaments will be placed on the tree for church members 
to take and return as wrapped gifts.  The recipients will be families 
from Skipwith Elementary School. Sandy Parker will coordinate with 
the Skipwith counselor to determine the families and their needs.  At 
our November 20th meeting, we will finish the ornaments, decorate 
the tree and send Christmas cards to our shut – ins.  The wrapped 
gifts will need to be returned to the church by December 12. 
 

Upcoming District UMW events include: 
 - September 25- District meeting 9:00 to 12:30  Lebanon United Methodist Church,  
 Hanover, Va. 
 - November 6- Visit to Shalom Farms 
 - December4- District Advent Worship, 10:00-11:30  Beulah UMC, Hopkins Rd. 
 

At your upcoming Circle Pledge Meeting – we are asking each woman to consider doubling 
her pledge this year as we need to cover our shortfall from last year, so that we meet our 
Mission Giving. 
     We would love to have any and all women join us  

     for our next meeting on November 20th at 10:00. 
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Finance Report   
 
Reported figures as of  August 31, 2021 
 
Funds collected to date for FY 2021-2022:  
$33,490 
 
Funds expended to date for FY 2021-2022:  
$33,380 
 
Funds still required to meet current  
obligations (negative is good):   
$ (111) 
 

October 5—Mark Parker 

October 9—Hattie Winstead 

October 10—J. D. Worsham 

October 11—Greg Simmons 

October 12—Gray Barbour 

October 13—Terry Fisher 

October 14—Ronnie DePue 

October 19—Carrie Warren Pierce 

October 22—Rose Witiak 

October 26—Ellen Stack 

October 29—Oretha Gaylor 

Loreda All 
1000 Airport Road S  
Unit 1216 
Naples, FL 34104 
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Love God 

     Follow Jesus 

          Serve Others 

Join us on Sunday at 11:00 AM for In-Person Worship or on 

Zoom. Visit our website, skipwithumc.org,  for Zoom sign-in 

information.  

http://skipwithumc.com/

