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A Pastor’s Musings 

Hello Family & Friends of Skipwith UMC- 
 

     READY. . .  SET. . .  GO! After a looooong, disorienting hiatus, we are 
back to in-person worship.  We, who are the Church, have returned to 
gathering in our physical facilities to worship, study, fellowship and 
initiate loving ministries back into our community.  On Sunday, June 
20, we had a “soft” relaunch and we were blessed by so many of you 
who came out.  We had 35 folks in-person and 10 folks who joined us 
live on Zoom at the same time.  The service opened up with an 
adapted version of the song “Reunited” made famous by Peaches & 
Herb in the early 80s  . . . and what a joy-filled reunion we had!  
 

     Ever since the pandemic hit in early March of 2020, your Skipwith 
leadership adapted, learned and provided worship, fellowship and 
teaching every Sunday electronically on Zoom.  It was challenging, no 
doubt, but we persevered and kept learning and growing . . . and God 
blessed us!  On average, we reached 2 ½ times as many folks as we 
had been when we were in-person only.  This showed us that we must 
continue to have a presence electronically through social media. 
 

     So, we are committed to doing both going forward!  We are 
boosting our Wi-Fi signal and hard-wiring it throughout the church 
building so that every room will be able to access the internet quickly 
and securely.  We are enhancing and upgrading our technology in the 
sanctuary to provide for innovative ministry that will allow for folks to 
participate live from their homes, not just in the Richmond area, but 
literally around the globe.   
 

     BRINGING OUR BEST:  It will be crucial that each us bring our best  
enthusiasm, best attitudes, spiritual gifts, best thinking,  humble co-
operation, talents, patience,  and efforts to love and build up one an-
other– and once again commit them and ourselves entirely to God as 
a sacrifice of praise.  God is already renewing us and growing us! 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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     CHURCH-WIDE RESTRICTIONS:  The Conference has relaxed most of the safety protocols 
and restrictions that guided us during the worst of the pandemic, which, by the way, is still a 
serious concern.  For now, vaccinated folks do not have to wear face coverings (though some 
folks will, until they are more comfortable), and they are not required to maintain socially- 
distanced, though we are “requesting” folks to try to maintain 3 feet of separation for a few 
more weeks.  Vaccinated folks are also able to sing without face coverings and our worship 
leaders are able to speak, sing and preach without them, too.  Hymnals and pew cushions 
are back in place.   
 

     However, there are several restrictions that we will continue to observe until further no-
tice.  Offering plates will be positioned at both entrances of the sanctuary for you to share 
your generous tithes, offerings and gifts.  We will use the pre-packaged Holy Communion el-
ements and will be distributed in the pews.  Pot-luck fellowship meals and coffee stations 
are not permitted for the time being.  
 

     STRATEGIES FOR RELAUNCHING IN-PERSON WORSHIP & MINISTRIES: 
     - To limit the chances of COVID exposure, we will gather only for worship on Sundays  
        through July 4.  
     - Beginning July 11, Sunday Schools and UMW circles can start meeting, if they choose. 
        IABR, Our Brazilian Adventist Church friends can resume worship, Saturday, July 17.  
     - AA Support groups and other support groups can resume meeting in the church  
        building the week of July 26.  
     - We will have a GRAND Relaunch celebration, Sunday, September 12 
 
     The challenges during the past year and a half have been intense, varied and numerous.   
They have weighed heavily on all . . . of . . . us!  Even so, God has been present with us  
through it all, and still is as we move boldly into a new chapter of ministry.  According to  
John 17, Jesus has been praying for us and Jesus continues to pray for us and the Holy Spirit  
has sustained and comforted us through an array of devastating losses.   
 

      Know this, I am convinced that if we will humbly bring our BEST, as identified in the  
opening paragraph above, and offer our best once again to God as a sacrifice of praise . . .  
then God will continue to renew and grow us for His glory and our joy! 
 

~Pastor Todd 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Report on 2021 Virginia UMC Annual Conference 
 

The 239th session of the Virginia Annual Conference was 
held virtually from the District Conference Building in Glen 
Allen on June 18th and 19th, 2021. The Conference theme 
was United as One, and the guiding scripture was John 
17:20-23. 
Reports were presented on Friday June 18th. To read the 
reports, go online to vaumc.org/ac2021, and click on Book 
of Reports. Some reports were informational, and others 
required a vote in order to be approved. 
 A major report was that of the District Alignment Team. 
This team was formed in the summer of 2020 to propose 
changes to the districts to better utilize resources in the 
21st Century. The DAT made several recommendations. 
Two of the recommendations were to reduce the number 

of districts from 16 to 8 in July 2021, and to create new District Developer positions in 2022 in 
each district to help with the transition.  A new team, the Implementation District Alignment 
Team (IDAT) was formed to find ways to bring these recommendations to life. The Conference 
Budget was approved after removing items involving the IDAT from the budget, since the 
work of the IDAT team has not been completed and its recommendations not yet presented 
to the Conference. 
Eight Conference churches are closing in 2021, and four new Faith Communities have opened. 
One of those new communities is Indian Church in the Richmond District. 
There were 1121 professions of faith and over 600 baptisms in the Conference in the past 
year. Some 46,000 members were reported serving in mission. 
A large increase in legal expenditures in the past year was a subject of concern and discus-
sion. 
Community Cans and Kits were collected at 34 sites across the Conference. 
The 2021 Conference Offering will go to address food insecurity and poverty in Virginia,  
contribute to Partnerships of Hope in Cambodia, Mozambique, Brazil, and support Native 
American Ministries. Contributions can be made online through the end of August at 
vaumc.org/acoffering. A bucket of ice will be poured over Bishop Lewis if the $200,000 goal is 
met. 
The music, provided by Gerald Ricks and the Annual Conference House Band throughout the 
Conference, was phenomenal. Thanks to Bev for all the amazing work she did helping bring 
this Conference to fruition. 
Let us all continue to pray for the continued spiritual health of the Virginia Conference, and 
may we indeed strive to become united as one. 
 

Donna Patterson 
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Volunteer Opportunities—Belmont UMC Food Pantry 

A huge THANK YOU to all volunteers at the Belmont UMC Food Pantry who come from 
various churches in the District!! All the volunteers that help on Thursday morning pack-
ing and Friday morning drive-thru days make a huge difference to hungry people in our 
area. As summer approaches and calendars fill up with sports, vacations, family outings, 
etc., could you schedule some volunteer time at the Pantry? VCU students are not avail-
able during the summer and this has created a shortage in volunteers. 40-50 volunteers 
are needed each week. It's a great way to serve with family and friends, meet new peo-
ple, and make a difference in the community. You can sign up at bcrsrva.org through the 
volunteer link. Two-hour shifts are available every Thursday and Friday.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Larry Cochran at (804) 516-9195.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZhuSpwv9_Y6CAJBN0cC5zOYWXEfud_jYWsm1FxgHJijkArA-ffuJxVl-7oE6QEMdNpXOTwv5FJDnp6v_C0LAmlXsmgnuNVOwNF8zeJjydcMOZQwYU4jNDf7OJS0ko5nbGvyszLU0vuuRooXpmN9u3OUDlQw-zMZS&c=QBqqE382rBM4vVZ8uifjl3fHejcHDyuZf8Se37QGFfxGzpboiWUn0Q==&ch=vT2X
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Finance Report 
 
Reported figures as of  May 31, 2021 
 
Funds collected to date for FY 2020-2021:  
$174,893 
 
Funds expended to date for FY 2020-2021:  
$195,970 
 
Funds still required to meet current  
obligations (negative is good):   
$21,076 
 

Have you considered using common 

stock as a gift to the church? Have 

you been reading about using part of 

your IRA for charitable gifts? If you 

are interested, call Jenny at the church 

for more info. 
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July 7—Carter Hyde 

July 11—Martha Worsham 

July 15—Beryl Coverstone 

July 15—Daniel Graff 

July 18—Betty Collins 

July 28—Pauline Kesterson 

August 2—Melissa Crane 

August 3—Stephen Graff 

August 3—Avery Hyde 

August 4—Amanda Bush 

August 4—Patti Page 

August 8—Don Myers 

August 9—Cathy Miller 

August 9—Nancy Dorin 

August 17—Barbara Pietschman 

August 18—Buddy Simmons 

August 21—Anna Bucher 

August 23—Audrey Kern 

August 24—Amelia Bush 

August 27—Megan Bouton 

August 27—Melissa Lauer 

August 28—Kathy Talley 

August 29—Pat McCall 

August 29—Courtney Burruss 

Virginia McKinney would 
like to thank everyone for 
their calls and cards dur-
ing her bout with COVID.  
She now has pneumonia. 
Her whole family has 
been affected by COVID-19. Her daughter had a 
mild case and her son-in-law, Willie, was hospi-
talized for 2 weeks. 
Virginia would also like to ask for prayer for her 
son, Mike, who lives in Glen Allen. Mike fell in 
December and shattered his elbow. He is still in 
constant pain and has had to quit his job.  

A note of thanks to our the Skipwith Family 
for your kindness and thoughtfulness after 
my knee surgeries.  The advice from those 
having had the surgery helped navigate the 
healing process. 

Looking forward to the ability to worship 
together. Blessings to all. 

Steve & Beryl Coverstone 

Hello Skipwith friends, 
 

I am very grateful to all of you for your thoughts, 
prayers, cards, and condolences. Scott and I ap-
preciated the deserts Skipwith members pre-
pared for the memorial gathering. The magnifi-
cent peace lily is a beautiful, much appreciated 
addition to my home. We are grateful for the do-
nations made in Dave’s memory.  
 

The outpouring of love and care you have extend-
ed to me and Scott since Dave died has supported 
and nurtured us in this difficult time. Thank you! 
 

Love, 
Beth (and Scott) 
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THE SNEEZE 
 
They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing into the already crowded  
auditorium.  With their rich maroon gowns flowing and the traditional caps, they looked  
almost as grown up as they felt. 
 
Dads swallowed broad smiles and Moms freely brushed tears. 
 
The class would NOT pray during commencement, not by choice but by a recent court  
ruling. 
 
The principal and several students were careful to stay within the guidelines allowed by 
the ruling. They gave inspiration and challenging speeches, but no one mentioned divine 
guidance, and no one asked for blessings on the graduates or their families. The speakers 
were nice but they were routine until the final speech received a standing ovation. 
 
A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and silent for just a 
moment, and then it happened! 
 
All 92 students, every single one of them suddenly SNEEZED!!! The student on stage  
simply looked at the audience and said, “GOD BLESS YOU”  and he walked off the stage! 
The audience exploded into applause. This graduating class had found an unique way to 
invoke God’s blessings on their future with or without courts approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*This is a true story; it happened at the University of Maryland.  
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Love God 

     Follow Jesus 

          Serve Others 

Join us on Sunday at 11:00 AM for In-Person Worship or on 

Zoom. Visit our website, skipwithumc.org,  for Zoom sign-in 

information.  

http://skipwithumc.com/

