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Inside this issue: 

A Pastor’s Musings 

     Seven of us have worked together throughout the Lenten season 
to reclaim some essential spiritual disciplines for living vitally in this 
challenging and critical time.  We’ve been guided by Rev. Adam Hamil-
ton through his book and video resources, The Walk.  We met weekly 
on  Zoom and our fellowship was marked by fruitful, supportive, chal-
lenging discussions that helped us to return to some important basic 
practices that served to draw us closer to God and one another.   
     By the time you read this message, we will have experienced a full 
year of our lives (as individuals, families, communities and church) be-
ing totally disrupted and rearranged by the COVID-19 global pandem-
ic.  Our weekly worship on Zoom as well as Bible studies and leader-
ship meetings have helped us navigate perilous terrain and remain 
grounded as Christ’s church called Skipwith.  It hasn’t been ideal by 
any stretch of the imagination.  Even so, the people of God have fre-
quently been scattered (exiled) at various points throughout history.   
     As we look ahead to returning to and engaging in “in-person” wor-
ship and ministry this year, I want to encourage you to “work out” 
spiritually – to get back in shape, so to speak, as we would physically 
after experiencing an extended hiatus from exercises to keep the 
body fit.  I, for one, have been sporadic in my attempts to improve my 
physical conditioning over the last year.  Roberta and I are working 
more intentionally on it, but she has had to be a relentless encourag-
er.   
     So, to improve our spiritual fitness in anticipation of returning to 
“in-person” worship and ministry, I want to encourage you to contin-
ue your efforts to create a “movement of repentance” that God might 
see and have mercy on us – Skipwith Church, the United Methodist 
denomination, the communities in which we live and work, our coun-
try and the wider world.  Actions of hate, greed, corruption, idolatry 
abound and will lead to death, disunity and separation from God and 
each other.  Let’s protect our souls, individually and collectively by en-
gaging in daily repentance and seeking God’s grace. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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     Let’s also commit ourselves to the spiritual exercise plan outlined by Adam Hamilton, 
which is to: 
1. Pray five times a day and worship weekly 
2. Read five verses in the Bible daily and study in small accountability groups 
3. Practice five acts of intentional kindness each week and serve others 
4. Extend five acts of generosity toward others each month, and give generously to God as 

the Church 
5. Let others know you are a Christian and invite five people to join our Church each year 
 
     The apostle Paul endorsed these kinds of intentional efforts on our part when he said, 
“Train yourself for a holy life!  While physical training has some value, training in holy living 
is useful for everything.  It has promise for this life now and the life to come”  
(I Timothy 4:7b-8).   
     The important thing in the spiritual exercise plan outlined above is not the specific num-
bers.  They are basic beginning points that help us get fit and to mature in our faith.  They 
will enable you to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.   These practices are a means to an end-- to grow us into the 
church that the Holy Spirit called us into being to be!   
    Think about it.  If 50 of us will commit to the plan, in a year, as a church will have: prayed/
given thanks 91,250 times, studied/read 91,250 verses of Scripture, committed 13,000 acts 
of kindness, shared 3000 acts of extravagant generosity, and invited 250 people to join us in 
worship and service!  Now, that’s getting spiritually fit! 
 

~Pastor T. Todd Smith   

(Continued from page 1) 
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JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL HOLY WEEK 

SERVICE ON GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 

7:00 PM ON ZOOM, AS WE FOCUS 

ON THE LAST WORDS OF JESUS 

FROM THE CROSS, WHERE HE  GAVE 

HIS LIFE FOR YOU AND ME AND ALL 

THE WORLD. 

 

EASTER CANTATA! 
 

That’s right.  There will be a modified Easter 

cantata on Easter Sunday morning (April 4)  

entitled, “Mercy Tree” during our 11:00 AM 

Zoom Worship gathering.  Don’t miss this  

special musical offering. 
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God Lives Under The Bed 
 

I envy Kevin. My brother, Kevin, thinks God lives under his bed. At least, that’s what I heard 
him say one night. He was praying out loud in his dark bedroom, and I stopped to listen, 
“Are you there, God?” he said. “Where are you? Oh. I see. Under the bed…” 
 
I giggled softly and tiptoed off to my own room . Kevin’s unique perspectives are often a 
source of amusement. But that night something else lingered long after the humor. I real-
ized for the first time the very different world Kevin lives in. 
 
He was born 30 years ago, mentally disabled as a result of difficulties during labor. Apart 
from his size (he’s 6-foot-2), there are few ways in which he is an adult. He reasons and 
communicates with the capabilities of a 7-year-old, and he always will. He will probably  
always believe that God lives under his bed, that Santa Claus is the one who fills the space 
under our tree every Christmas and that airplanes stay up in the sky because angels carry 
them. 
 
I remember wondering if Kevin realizes he is different. Is he ever dissatisfied with his mo-
notonous life? Up before dawn each day, off to work at a workshop for the disabled, home 
to walk our cocker spaniel, return to eat his favorite macaroni and cheese for dinner and 
later to bed. The only variation in the entire scheme is laundry, when he hovers excitedly 
over the washing machine like a mother with her newborn child. 
 
He does not seem dissatisfied. He lopes out to the bus every morning at 7:05, eager for a 
day of simple work. He wrings his hands excitedly while the water boils on the stove before 
dinner, and he stays up late twice a week to gather our dirty laundry for his next day’s laun-
dry chores. 
 
And Saturdays...Oh, the bliss of Saturdays! That’s the day my Dad takes Kevin to the airport 
to have a soft drink, watch the planes land, and speculate loudly on the destination of each 
passenger inside. “That one’s goin’ to Chi-car-go!” Kevin shouts as he claps his hands. His 
anticipation is so great he can hardly sleep on Friday nights. 
And so goes his world of daily rituals and weekend field trips. He doesn’t know what it 
means to be discontent. His life is simple. He will never know the entanglements of wealth 
or power, and he does not care what brand of clothing he wears or what kind of food he 
eats. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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His needs have always been met. He never worries that one day they may not be. 
 
His hands are diligent. Kevin is never happier than when he is working. When he unloads the 
dishwasher or vacuums the carpet, his heart is completely in it. 
 
He does not shrink from a job when it is begun and he does not leave a job until it is finished. 
When his tasks are done, Kevin knows how to relax. He is not obsessed with his work or the 
work of others. His heart is pure. He still believes everyone tells the truth, promises must be 
kept and when you are wrong, you apologize instead of argue. 
 
Free from pride and unconcerned with appearances, Kevin is not afraid to cry when he is 
hurt, angry or sorry. He is always transparent, always sincere. And he trusts God. 
 
Not confined by intellectual reasoning, when he comes to God, he comes as a child. Kevin 
seems to know God—to really be friends with Him in a way that is difficult for an ‘educated’ 
person to grasp. God is his closest companion. 
 
In my moments of doubt and frustrations, I envy the security Kevin has in his simple faith. 
It is then that I am most willing to admit that he has some divine knowledge that rises above 
my mortal questions. It is then I realize that perhaps he is not the one with the handicap.  
I am. 
 
Who knows if Kevin comprehends things I can never learn? After all, he has spent his whole 
life in that kind of innocence, praying after dark and soaking up the goodness and love of 
God. And one day, when the mysteries of heaven are opened, and we are all amazed at how 
close God really is to our hearts, I’ll realize that God heard the simple prayers of a boy who 
believed that God lived under his bed. Kevin won’t be surprised at all! 
 
When you receive this, say a prayer. That’s all you have to do. There is nothing attached. This 
is powerful. Share it with another Christian. 
 
 

Friends are Angels Who Lift Us 

To Our Feet When Our Wings 

Have Trouble Remembering How to Fly 

(Continued from page 4) 
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April 4—Temple DeRico 

April 5—Cathy Bell 

April 5—Lynn Birchfield 

April 7—Joyce Fleet 

April 10—Marlee Parker 

April 10—Gene Kelly 

April 11—Tom Crane 

April 16—Wendy Muldoon 

April 16—Doug Wilding 

April 19—Mariah Parker 

April 21—Whitney Dorin Nuckolls 

April 24—Steven Dozier 

April 24—Gwen Conklin 

April 25—Mark Lauer 

April 30—Barbara Jones 

May 8—Chip Ridout 

May 9—Esther Hanners 

May 10—Ethan Smith 

May 12—Todd Smith 

May 14—Katie Dorin Carlton 

May 19—Cooper Smith 

May 28—Gail Norman 

May 30—Nora DePue 
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Finance Report 
 
Reported figures as of  February 28, 2021 
 
Funds collected to date for FY 2020-2021:  
$138,474 
 
Funds expended to date for FY 2020-2021:  
$148,909 
 
Funds still required to meet current  
obligations (negative is good):   
$10,435 
 

Have you considered using com-

mon stock as a gift to the church? 

Have you been reading about us-

ing part of your IRA for charita-

ble gifts? If you are interested, 

call Jenny at the church for more 

info. 

Roberta, Peggy, Ethan and I are humbled and 

very grateful by your thoughtful and generous 

monetary gift in response to the 40-hour power 

outage that caused us to lose a significant 

amount of our frozen and refrigerated food.   

A totally unexpected expression of love!   
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Love God 

     Follow Jesus 

          Serve Others 

 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON  

SUNDAYS AT 11 AM ON 

Visit our website, skipwithumc.org,  for sign-in information  

http://skipwithumc.com/

